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THE STRUCTURE OF A PARAGRAPH 

A paragraph is a group of sentences about a single topic. Together, the sentences of the 

paragraph explain the writer's main idea (most important idea) about the topic. In academic 

writing, a paragraph is often between five and ten sentences long, but it can be longer or shorter, 

depending on the topic. The first sentence of a paragraph is usually indented (moved in) a few 

spaces. 

Exercise 1 

Read this paragraph. It is the beginning of an article about Switzerland in a student 

newspaper. Then answer the questions. 
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a. What is the topic of the paragraph? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

b. What is the main idea about the topic? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

c. What ideas help explain the main idea? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 Read the paragraph about Switzerland again. Circle the topic sentence, put one line 

under the supporting sentences, and put two lines under the concluding sentence. 

Exercise 2 

 Put a tick (✓) next to the group of sentences that makes a good paragraph. Why are the other 

groups of sentences not good paragraphs? 
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Topic and Main Idea 

The topic sentence . . . 

• Usually come s first in a paragraph. 

• Gives the writer's main idea or opinion about the topic and helps the reader understand 

what the paragraph is going to talk about. 

Exercise 3  

Circle the topic of the sentence. Underline the main idea about the topic. 

a. Switzerland is a very interesting country to visit. 

b. Dogs make excellent pets. 
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c. A really good p l ace to study is t h e library at my school. 

d. Learning a foreign language creates job opportunities. 

e. Football is m y favourite sport because it is exciting to watch. 

f. One of the most valuable tool s for students is the computer. 

g. My sister and I have very different personalities. 

h. Summer is the best time to travel in my country. 

i. My hometown is a friendly place to live. 

Exercise 4 

For each of these paragraphs, choose the sentence from the list below that would make 

the best topic sentence. 

1. One of my closest friends, named Ken, is a person I can trust. 

2. My friend Ken is a very successful student. 
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3. I admire my friend Ken because he doesn't give up. 

1. I love playing football, and I hope I can become a professional player one day. 

2. There are many popular sports in my country, but the most popular sport is football. 

3. Football is a difficult sport to learn to play well. 

Exercise 5 

Write a topic sentence for three of these topics. 

a. a favourite place to relax 

b. a grandparent 

c. a pet I have known 

d. a favourite food to eat 

e. playing a musical instrument 

Topic: …………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Topic: …………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Topic: …………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The Development of a Paragraph 

After you have chosen a topic and written a topic sentence, you develop your main idea 

by adding more information to explain what you mean through three common ways which are 

giving details, giving an explanation, and giving an example. 

Exercise 6 

Details 

Read this brochure from a health club. Notice the details that help develop the 

paragraph. Underline the topic sentence and list the details used to support it. 

a. ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b. ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c. ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d. ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

e. ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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f. ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Explanation  

An explanation tells the reader what something means or how something works. In this 

paragraph, underline the topic sentence. Then answer the questions. 

a. What is the writer trying to explain? ………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

b. b. Is she successful? Do you understand the explanation? yes / no …………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Example 

An example is a specific person, place, thing, or event that supports an idea or 

statement. This paragraph includes an example from the writer's own experience. Underline 

the topic sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dogs may enjoy prolonged petting, but cats, on the other hand, may 

tire of too much attention. For example, my German Shepard can lay on 

my lap for hours with me rubbing her head. However, my Persian cat has a 

small window of enjoying petting before biting my hand or running 

away. 
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Exercise 7 

Would you develop each of these topics with details, an explanation, or an example? 

a. what freedom means to me 

b. an unusual holiday 

c. weddings in my country 

d. why I don't like swimming 

e. the ideal job 

 

Concluding Sentences 

The final sentence of a paragraph is called the concluding sentence. It sums up the main 

points or restates the main idea in a different way. A sentence that sums up the paragraph 

reminds the reader of what the writer's main idea and supporting points were. A sentence that 

restates the main idea should give the same information in a slightly different way, perhaps by 

using different words or by using different word order. A concluding sentence should not 

introduce a new point. 

Exercise 8 

Read these paragraphs. Is the main idea developed by details, an explanation, or an 

example? Is there a concluding sentence? Circle yes or no. If there is no concluding sentence, 

write one with your partner. 

 

a. Means of support: ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Concluding sentence: Yes / No ………………………………………………………...……… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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b. Means of support: ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Concluding sentence: Yes / No ………………………………………………………...……… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

c. Means of support: ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Concluding sentence: Yes / No ………………………………………………………...……… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

d. Means of support: ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Concluding sentence: Yes / No ………………………………………………………...……… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

e. Means of support: ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Concluding sentence: Yes / No ………………………………………………………...……… 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

REVIEW 

 These sentences are mixed up parts of one paragraph. Number the parts in order: 1. 

topic sentence, 2. supporting sentences, and 3. concluding sentence. 

 Use words or phrases in the box to complete the sentences. 

 

 

 

 

a. The  ……………………….. is usually the first sentence in a ………………. It gives the 

.............................. and the …………………... 

b. The first sentence of a paragraph can be ……………………….. . 

c. The .................................. come after the topic sentence, and they explain the topic 

sentence. 

d. The .............................. comes at the end of a paragraph. 

 

concluding sentence      indented             main idea             paragraph 

supporting sentences      topic                  topic sentence 


